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Back in 2001 I was an internship at Verso. They are the publishers of some left-wing books. When I worked there, I would come in for a few hours a day. I was paid twenty-five dollars and given lunch. I was also allowed to take home copies of any books I wanted. It was a nice arrangement when I was going to class. One day, probably a
couple of months after I started I showed up at the office and one of the real employees pulled me aside and told me that Alexander Cockburn was in Back in 2001 I had an internship at Verso. They are the publishers of some left-wing books. When I worked there, I would come in for a few hours a day. I was paid twenty-five dollars and
given lunch. I was also allowed to take home copies of any books I wanted. It was a nice arrangement when I was going to class. One day, probably a couple of months after I started I showed up at the office and one of the real employees pulled me aside and told me that Alexander Cockburn was in the office today and warned me not to
give him any of my money. I remember thinking the warning was a bit strange, why would a pretty famous author come after me for my money, of which I have almost no? But of course, when he came by storm from the newsroom, with his shirt half unbuttoned as he was about to go storm some barricades he charged up to me and tried
to hit me for money. I think he asked: You have money, I need some money. I told him no. He began to fume about injustice about how he was paid. He asked me again for money later, and left the office after raiding small cash that had money that was used to buy me my daily lunch. A few days later, maybe in a week? I was asked if I
wanted to sell his books on reading he was doing on ABC No Rio. I said of course, and with a backpack full of books I went, met with Cockburn, set up a small display and sat mine down while a bunch of punk types milled about, looked at the books, grumbled about prices and waited for a lecture. As I set up the books, Cockburn grumbled
about the price I was going to charge for the books. He wanted to charge more, I think we were selling them for half the cover price. After the lecture, and when punk kids were milling about the table again and complaining about the price, Cockburn tried to throw me under the bus, saying how he wanted to charge less for the book, but it
wasn't up to him. I put forward some accusations from grumbling punks, and I think in the end we sold a couple of books. It's a pretty banal example, but having someone trying to bully my lunch money out of me, who is supposedly a defender of working class and the enemy of greedy corporations seemed to me kind of funny. But, I also
realized that it's not all that rare if you spend a lot of time learning about the writers you admire you're probably going to come across some frustration in their character. If ever had the good fortune to go to school and taught rock star scientists, maybe you even found that you are basically in the company of a whole group of people with all
kinds of anti-social behavior that will not fly in the real world. This book is kind of like In Touch magazine for a certain type of nerd book. It's almost all the dirt. Gossip about famous intellectuals, all with the question behind the story, why do these people think they have the right to tell everyone else how they should act? The book has a
conservative bias. People skewered all of the left's beliefs, but it's still juicy and fun to read because anyone who doesn't like to see the ugly side of famous people, especially famous people who may tend to be more holy than you, condemn others and believe they have some great understanding of the world that gave them all the
answers. The book was written in the waning days of the Cold War, just as the thaw was about to set, and it's hard at times to have this fact in mind, like reading some things here. Some of the books have grown a little bad, for example, Lillian Hellman only recently died, and Johnson predicted that her cult would live on. I don't think
anyone these days is giving two craps about Hellman's politics, and she may have ruled over the New York intellectual scene at one point, but now she's just that woman who has one copy of a couple of her plays performed in Barnes and Noble and remembered for her legendary spat with Mary McCarthy. The comprehensive criticism,
doubled in most of the people described in this book, is that they profess a great love for humanity, self-described as filled with love and compassion, a sense of justice, outrage at exploitation, etc.; but in their personal lives they show very little compassion, they treat other people like garbage, they tend to almost pathologically lie, and (it's
not surprising) that they have that parenting problem basically saying do as I say not the way I do. Writers who get their lives done here? This is an approximate list: Russo, Shelley, Marx, Ibsen, Tolstoy, Hemingway, Bertrand Russell, Brecht, Sartre, Edmund Wilson, Victor Gollanch (yes, I don't know who he is either), Lillian Hellman, Cyril
Connolly, George Orwell (sort of), Norman Mailer, Rainer Fassbinder (yes, not a writer), James Baldwin, First, some of them probably shouldn't have been included. I think it's a real stretch of imagination to call Hemingway intellectual. He dabbled in being committed to CP in the 1930s, but he wasn't actually there creating excessive arch
ideas about how society should be run. Johnson seems to feel discomfort including his, and seems to rationalize his inclusion because of Hemingway's pagan lifestyle. Atheism is that Johnson is not Loved. I mentioned Hellman. Chomsky is also a curious inclusion, he seems to have included mainly for his political stance, but little dirt is
given, except for an example of some dubious excuses he gave and revised in connection with the genocide in Cambodia (It's not happening, it's not as bad as they say it happened, but it's America's fault). Edmund Wilson is at best CP's travel companion, and even during his fascination with communism he stands apart from most of the
other people featured in this book, remaining intellectually honest. Bunny falls into the same problem that is easily leveled by many left-wing people in the 30s, they decided to support communism without realizing what Stalin was doing to his own people at the time. Many would have serious concerns about Stalin, as it became difficult to
ignore the facts of his cruelty. Except when someone like Sartre who went against the flow and didn't give a shit about CP when it was fashionable, but threw his hat to support Stalin like everyone else stepping back and feeling a little ashamed of themselves. My two favorite chapters were probably those who attacked Rousseau and
Tolstoy. Maybe it's because they're probably two of the most inflated examples of moral self-confidence presented in the book. It's no surprise to hear how to say Brecht was an asshole, or that Hemingway was drunk. It was curious to hear that Marx had probably never set foot in a factory in his lifetime, and that much of the facts he used
in the capital were from decades of government reports that did not reflect what the current working conditions were similar, and that perhaps the only exploited worker he knew personally was his maid, whom he impregnated, forced the child into an orphanage and yes who never paid a cent for the work she did at Marx's house. Oh. I
thought maybe I'd relate to a bunch of episodes from different lives, but now I'm having some trouble deciding what to choose. There is so much slanderous gossip here, much of it taken from letters and magazines by authors. You get quite a bit of weird dishonesty from the authors portrayed here. For example, Bertrand Russell angrily
denies that he ever advocated the use of nuclear weapons to destroy the Soviet Union a few days before they developed their own atomic weapons, even though he was shown to have written articles and essays promoting it (at least one of them he even published in his collection, Unpopular Essays. , it is not necessarily strange that
someone would like to sleep with other people then their spouse, but the number of intellectuals in the book who followed this practice and not just cheat, but did so with an openness of politics, which leads to probably more hurtful than if infidelity was held in a more traditional Manner. Maybe someday soon to return to this review. It's fun
to read though for people who want to have a dosage of some gossip but can't read weekly Hollywood gossip magazines because they're too culturally stupid to know who half the people on the covers of them are. ... More... More paul johnson intellectuals pdf download
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